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Tile  Chairman  &  lumbers 

of  t He  Willsnhall  Urban  District  Council. 


{rentdemen  r 


Herewith.  I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  f  If  til  Annual 
He  port  on  tile  Healtli  and  Sanitary  condition  of  tile  District 
under  your  control,  to ge tiler  with,  tile  Vital  Statistics 
for  the  year  1919* 


T'flvmflAJ,  1EAD.IIRED.  &  G-JlJDBai  .aHAHADiHR  of  tile  PI  SDH  Dll..  r_  h  e 
bovmsilip  of  WilleniiallL  lies  in  a  broad,,  shallow,  up -lard 
i". alley-  4-00  to  i+U 0  feet  above  tile  sea  level,,  with  a  fall  of 
tile  land  to.  tile  South  East,,  the  land  rising  gradually  on 


the  Ho r til  as  far  as  Dssington  'Windmill  „  and  on  the  South 
sis  far  as  the  range  of  hills  Prom  Dudley  to  Sedgley  Beacon. 


The  air  is  bracing  and  there  Is  less  fog  than  in  most 
places  in  the  Midlands  at  a  lower  altitude*  The  older 
houses  are  chiefly  built  on  land  having  a  clay  or  clay  mix¬ 
ed  with  gravel  bottom  which  is  almost  impervious  to  water! 
most  of  the  newer  houses  are  built  on  shale  excavated  from 
ironstone  and  coal  mines.  The  sub-soil,  is  therefore  damp 
in  many  places,  notwithstanding  natural  advantages  which 
to  aome  extent  favour  surface  drainage.  The  inhabitants 
are  chiefly  engaged  iin  ire  tail  trades,  and  in  the  manufact¬ 
ure  of  locks,  keys,  bolts,  brass  and  iron  castings,  enamell¬ 
ed  iron  wares,  currycombs,  metal  toys,  horse  shoes,  stamp¬ 
ings  of  all  kinds  and  other  hardware  goods.  During  the  War 
large  quantities  of  munitions  were  made  here  including  hand 


grenades,  shells,  bombs,  aeroplane  parts  and  much  “furniture 
of  the  battlefield^*  the  town-  being  a  hive  of  industry  by  day 
and  night.  In  the  year,  under  consideration  work  was  brisk 
and  a  large  number  resident  in  adjaoent  towns  found  daily 
occupation  here..  There  was  very  little  unemployment  and 
the  town  in  tills  respect  compared  very  favourably  with  the 
surrounding  districts. 


MBTDQ30L OG-.Y .  Tile  prevailing  climatic  conditions  of  the 
year  had  an  important  bearing  on  the  death  rate  and  may  be 
summed  up  as  follows  The  first  quarter  was  characteriz¬ 
ed  by  sevens  frosts,  snowstorms,  easterly  winds,  and  rain, 
causing  a  high  mentality  from  pMtaDnmy  diseases  and  during 
this  period  (March)  there  oc  cured  an  epidemic  of  Influenza 
In  this  quarter  there  were  SO  deaths  Pneumonia  11  from 
Bronchitis  HU  from  Influenza  and  10  from  Phthisis.  April 
on  the  whole  was  a  cold  month,  except  the  3rd  week*wh->  ch  ~ 
was  fine  and  warm,,  the  last  week  being  very  cold  culminat¬ 
ing  in  a  snowstorm.  May  was  generally  warm  and  fine  and 


June  cool, 
a  moderate 


Prom  July  to  September  it  was  fine  and  dry  with 
emperature  ,  but  rain  falls  in  the  middle  of 


July  and  at  the  nnd  of  August 
t  empor  artur  e . 


caused  sudden  fall3  in  the 
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It  is  significant  tiiat  during  the  whole  year  only  two  deaths 
were  recorded  from  diarrhcsal  diseases  as  compared  with  8  in 
191S,  8  in  111';'  and  9  in  1916  and  here  the  moderate  summer 

temperature  and  the  aalutary  effect  of  heavy  rainfall  in  the 
hottest  months  doubtless  played  an  important  part*  It  has 
beer  found  that  the  summer  rise  of  diarrhceal  mortality  in 
the  larger  towns  does  not  commence  until  the  mean  temperature 
recorded  by  the  earth  tile rmone ter  placed  1  feet  below  the 
surface  has  attained  somewhere  about  56 0  no  matter  what 

may  have  been  the  temperature  previously  attained  by  tile 
atmosphere  as  recorded  by  the  1  foot  thermometer,,  The  max- 
imum  mortality  from  diaatrhoe a  is  usually  sometime  in  August. 
The  decline  in  the  1ft  themoitater  takes  place  very  much  more 
slowly  than  the  atmospheric  temperature  under  ordinary  circum¬ 
stances,  but  a  heavy  rainfall  causes  a  much  mor.e  rapid  decline 
and  there  is  0,  general  inverse  re  del  ions  hip  between  rainfall 
and  diarrhosa*  Owing  to  a  cooler  summer  there  were  also  fewer 
house  flies „  In.  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  after  3  weeks 

of  very  mild  weather  in  October,  it  became  wet  and  cold,  a 
heavy  snowfall  at  the  beginning  of  November  and.  then  to  the 
end  of  the  year  wet  with  very  variable  temperature  ,  so  that 
again  pulmo nary  affections  showed  a  higher  mortality. 


BOHnATIOH 

The  estimated  population  for  1919  according  to  the  figures 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  IS  for  the  Birth  Hate  20,090 
and  for  the  Death  Hate  19,286,  The  “death  rate u  population 
excludes,  all  non-civ ilian^  males  whether  serving-  at  home  or 
abroad,  the  “birth-rate  (and  marriage  rate)  population u  on 
the  other  hand  is  intended  to  include  all  the  elements  of  the 
population  contributing  to  the  birth  and  marriage  rates. 

It  ism inter eating  to  note  here  that  the  above  total  papulation 
of  20,090  coincides  very  closely  to  my  estimate  of  last  Oct¬ 
ober  for  the  Housing  Survey  i..ec  20,037c  The  papulation  at 

the  Census  1911  was  18,838,  on  increase  of  343  since  the  Census 
of  1901,  Tie  pre-war  population  $1914)  was  18,958  and  the 

average  annual  increase  for  the  5  years  before  the  war  was 
very  slight,  in  fact  almost  stationary* 

The  area  of  the  rtlstrict^l277  acres  and  the  rateable  value 
about  £58,088,  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  is  3837,  giving 
an  Average  Number  of  Persons  per.  House  of  5  ♦  2..  The  General 

District  Hate  is  5/10  and  the  Poor  Hate  7t/l0  in  the  £, 

The  amount  spent  on  out -do  or  poor  relief  during  the  year  was 
£1235^10-6  c 


SANITARY  0 IBCDMSTAIT CD 0  of  the  DISTRICT 


ffAllD  fPiPlX  is  from  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  mains  and 
the  elementary  Schools  are  supplied  from  this  source  also. 

The  supply  was  abundant  and  good  generally  and  there  was  no 
evidence  of  any  disease  due  to  its  consumption,  but  on  sever¬ 
al  occasions  I  received  complaints  of  the  water  being  of  a 
bad  colour  and  containing  matxers  in  suspension,  including  in 
one  or  two  instances  small  live  water  insects. 


U) 


Tile  suspended  matter  was  found  to  consist  of  vegetable 
subatances  which  was  soon  deposited  on  standing  leaving 
the  water  clear  and  bright  and  there  was  no  evidence  of 
animal  pollution.  lvTo  cause  could  be  found  for  this 
occasional  Tisturbance  of  the  water,  although  at  one  time 


1  uncle  rs 


rJn-pfl-f.Mr.o  :  . -jre  was  a  serious  damage  at  the  Works. 


vo  :  w< 


The  Water  Works  Engineer  has  been  communicated  with  but 


up  to  tne  present knave  received  no  satisiacto: 
from  him. 


explanation 


SEWERAGE  practically  every  street  in  the  town  is  sewered, 


GEW4G-E  .DISPO-G-ih  ¥ QRKS,  Since  the  new  Works  were  opened  (Oct 
2 fit h  19-lS)  there  has  never  been  a  complaint  from  the  County 
Council  as  to  the  character  of  the  effluent  discharged  into 
the  river  Tame.  The  Counts  Thai  cal  Officer  of  Health  has 
reported  on  the  Sewage  analysis  as  being  highly  satisfactory, 
and.  the  County  Analyst 4  s  late  sc  Report  is  as  follows  :  — 


T  A  B  L  E  ( 1 ) 


Analysis  of  sewage  effluents  taken  from  the  Sewage  Works 
Willenhall  1919/ 


Crude 

Sewage 

( 

Tank 

effluent 
Parts  per  100 

Filter 
e  f fluent 

,000) 

Total  solid  matter  dried  © 

212  ‘F  123.6 

89. 6 

100.0 

Ditto  in  solution 

ao.o 

80.0 

— 

Ditto  in  suspension 

4 3.6 

9.6 

trace 

Ditto  of  which  mineral 

11.4- 

2.0 

:  :  :  organic 

32.2 

7.6 

- - 

Ammoniac al  Nitrogen 

5.716 

6.25-2 

0.348 

Albuminoid  : 

1 . 534- 

0.4-15 

0.104- 

:  :  in  clear 

liquid  .  3 9.5 

— 

— 

Nitric  Nitrogen 

0.0 

0.0 

5o55 

0  0 mb ine d  Ohio  r ine 

jli.3 

11.4- 

11.6 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  mins 

— 

— 

0.185 

:  :  :  4-  hours 

©  SO1?  1.  9.80 

2.156 

0.651 

In  c  ub  at  i  0  n  t  e  {t 

satisfactory 

Appearance 

very  turbid 

turbid 

nearly  clear 
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Gsrxtde  aesvags?  is  of  practically  tils  aana  aharactar  aa  wh eax  analysed 
tirr  youi  m-  years-  agov  Tile,  trank-  affluent  la.  satisfactory  ami  aCLsc  in  my 
qgiuiioiL,,  la,  tha-  Filter  Effluent  „  tile,  nigh  Nitric.  Nitrogen  being-  a 
plandid  feature.. 
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0  AN ITARY  AO  0  OMQDAT I  PIT 

No. of  Privies  No. of  ¥eW.O losets  No. of  ¥.0 


At 

end 

of  1914- 

522 

161? 

724- 

At 

end 

of  1919  (qst- 

imed ) 

a 

3SS 

1633 

IO36 

It 

is 

estimated  that 

trie  re 

are  now  2691  water 

closets  i . e c- 

over 

two.  thirds-  of  tile,  town  in  on  the  water  carriage  system,  and 
connected  with  the  sewer  to.  the  Disposal.  Works,  but  there  is 
still  need  to  push,  on  with  conversions  to  the  water  carriage 
system  in  order  to  completely  abolish  the  remaining  privies,  for' 
aucii  a  33;- stem  is  disgusting  and  insanitary  and  little  can  be 
done  to  improve  the  “environment "  while  these  are  allowed  to> 
remain. 


3 0 AVENG- Illf  This,  is  carried  out  by  the  District  Council.  The. 
dry  refuse  is  deposited  on  tips  which  are  plentiful  and  away 

from  inhabited  areas  as  there  .ia  rro  destructor,.  and  the;  wet 
refuse  is  disposed  of  by  depositing  it  on  agricultural  land,, 
leased  by  tile  Council,  3itua$ed  at.  The  Dingle,  Wectne afield 
Hoad,,  and  away  from  occupied  premises..  Would  it  not  be  possible 

to  have  this  wet  refuse  tipped  into,  the  sewer  a  7 

During  the  year  the  following  quantities  of  refuse  were  removed: 


Dry  Defuse 

Wet  Be  fuse 


6 h-66  loads  -  about  20  load3  per  dwnor 
479  loads 


MOVABLE  A  Gli 3  IN 8 

Estimated  no.  of  movable  ashbins  in  trie  ^i-3“ 

trict 

:  :  :  open  Ashpits 

:  :  :  Covered  Ashpits 


Dnd  of  1914-  End  of  1919 


1329 

14-14- 

14-3 

92 

370 

870 

VITA!  and  MORTAL  STATIST  IE  3 


BIRTHS.  The  births  registered  during  the  year  numbered  429  i.e. 
2p6  males  and  193  females  of  which  9  males  and  2  females  ju** 
illegitimate  giving  a  Birth  Hate  of  21*^  per  1000  per  year .  aa 
compared  with  23*6,  22«2,  23* 9,  23*0  and  32*0  in  the  5  previous 
years.  The  birth  rate  for  the  first  half  year  was.  very  low  v  but 
it  began  to  show  an  increase  In  the  third  quarter,  and  in  the 
last  quarter  a  considerable  increase  —  the  births  registered 
in  turn  s  quarter  alone  being  more  than  double  the  number  of  those 
registered  in  the'  first  half  of  the  year. 
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DEATHS..  The  total  of  civilian  deaths  registered  was  257  i.e.  14-6 
males  and  111  females  equal  to  a  nett  Death  Bate  of  1  v  5  per  1000 
per  ye,ar  as  compared  with  20*2,  16*4,  12*6,  18*4  euad  17*2  in  tha 
five  previous  years*  Of  this  total  257  deaths,.,, 25  males  and  17- 
females  died  in  Public  Institutions  outside  the  town. 

INO.UEQTS  16  inquests  were  held  in  the  District  in  the.  course  of.  the 
year. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  The  deaths  of  infants  (i.e.  under  one  year  old 
numbered  i.e*.  25  males  and  13  females  (including  2  illegitimate 
males)  as  compared  with  4-0,  60,  ,  82,  and  54  in  the  five  previous 

years. 


THE  IN?  ANT  HR  MORTALITY  RATE  WAS  EQUAL  TO  £4  PER  1000  REGISTERED 
BIRTHS. 

Of  the  56  infants  who  died  under  one  year  old,  6  died  from  Bronchitis 
6  from  Broncho -pneumonia ;  1 6  from  Prematurity;  Debility,  liarasmus  and 
Malformation ;  2  from  Convulsions  ;  and  1  each  from  Encephalitis,, 
0a3tritis,  Enteritis,  Measles,  Intussusception  and  Congenital 
Syphilis. 
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ABIE  (3) 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  XT  TflLLEiiiayEL  UEBAH  DI3TRI0T  3. 9H9 
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PK3VALEIT0E  07  A 77  C017TR0L  OVER  ETSTSCETIOUS  DIGEA 
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Tile  Oases  206  of  notifiable  Infectious  Disease  certified  during 
tile  year  were  as  follows 


Measles  and  G-erman  Measles 

.Rieunonia 

Scarier  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 


166  Ophthalmia  Monatorum  5 

17  Malaria  5 

6  Erysipelas  2 

4-  Oerebro-spinal  Fever  2 

1 


Of  non-notifiaole  Infectious  Diseases  there  came  to  ray  knowledge 

« 

Ohio  ken  Pox  11  Mumps  57. 

irnoorjing  Cough  7 


The  following  additional  diseases  were  made  compulsorily 
notifiable  during  the  year  via  Acute  Encephalitis  Levhargica, 

Acute  Polio  Encephalitis  (Jan  1st);  Acute  Primary  and  Influenzal 

Pneumonia,  Malaria,  Dysentery  and  Trench  Fever  (March  1st) 

The  Order  of  1915  making  Measles  and  G-erman  Measles  compulsorily 
notifiable  was  rescinded  as  from  December  31st. 

MEASLES  was  epidemic  chiefly  in  the  2nd  and  quarter  of  the. 

3/ear.  It  has  frequently  been  explained  that  Measles  is  one  of 
the  most  difficult  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  to  check  when 
once  a  case  breaks  out  in  a  School ,  owing  to  the  stage  of  greatest 
infectioity  being  ab.ouiy  3  on  If.  day  a  before-  the  rasg.  appears;:  hence 
usually  during  this  period  the  child  is.  attending  ©chool.  and 
unconsciously  spreading  the  disease..  Measles  is  very  dangerous  and 
fatal  to  young  children  and  every  means  should  be  used  to  impress 
upon  mothers  the  necessity  for  care  In  the  treatment  of  the 
sufferers^ 

There  were  J  deaths  from  Measles,  and  of  these.  5  died  under  5  years* 
of  age  and  2.  between  5  snd  15.  years. 


3 OAKLET  FEVER  during  this  year  6  cases  were  notified  each  from  a. 
different  household.  There  were  no  deaths. 


DIHiTHERIA  lfr  cases.  Sanitary  defects  were  found  in  two  instances 
and  these  were  remedied.  Two  other  cases  occurred  in  one  house¬ 
hold;  nothing  was  found  on  the  premises  likely  to  give  rise  to  the 
disease  and  it  seemed  probable  that  the  disease  was  contracted 
ouvside  the  town  and  that  one  patient  infected  the  other.  In  both 
these  cases  the  diagnosis  was  bactoriologisally  confirmed.  There 
was  one  death  from  diphtheria. 

.Since  1906  the  Council  decided  zo  pay  to  Medical  Practitioners 
a  sum  not  exceeding  10s/—  per  case  to  cover  the  cost  of  Anti 
Diphtheria  serum  used  to  patients  whose  circumstances  did  not 
enable  them  to  provide  such  serum  for  themselves. 


0 ERE BRO-G PINAL  FEVER.  2  cases  notified.  Xrr  one  the  diagnosis  was 
confirmed  after  the  patient  was  removed  to  the  Wolverhampton 
G-eneral  Hospital,  and  this  patient  died.  The  room,,  bedding  &c  were 
disinfected  after  the  patient  was  removed,  “contacts. w  kept  under 
observation  and  I  took  swab 3  from  5  of  these  but  bactoriological% 
examination  was  negative  in  each  case.  In  the  second  case  ,  the 
subsequent  course  of  tile  disease  lefc  some  doubt  on  z'ne  diagnosis 
and  it  was  afterwards  notified  as  Tuberculous  Meningitis  from 
which  the  patient  died.  As.  the  case  was  of  a  doubtful  character 


I  kept  “contacts"  under  observation, 
were  negative. 


Swabs  from  two  of  these 
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ORITH-A NEQNATQRQM  5  cases,  all  mild  and  all  completely 
recovered. 


PNEUMONIA  Since  the  compulsory  notification  of  thia 
disease  (March  1st  1919)  17  cases  were  certified.  Thirty 
five  deaths  were  recorded  as  compared  with  62  in  1918  and 
of  these  20  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  at  the 
thee  Influenza  was  epidemic  c 


Malaria  and  DUSE 

ex-soldiers  who 
abroad . 


NTEBu  The  cases,  notified  were 
had  contracted  the  disease  on 


relapses  in 
Active  Service 


A  01  TIC  ENJlfKALITXS 
No  cases  notified. 


LSTHAHr  10 A  and  ACUTE  POLIO  ENCEPtALITIS. 
No  primary  vaccination  or  re -vaccination 


was  pei- 
iie  alt  xi 


formed  during  the  year  by  the  Medical  Officer 
under  the  Public  Health  ( Gmail  Pox  Prevention 


Regulations  1917, 


the  beginning  of  March,  after  an  interval 


^  -i 


INFLUENZA  about 

of  2  months  a  further  epidemic  of  this  disease  occurre 
the  district.  Although  not  of  so  fatal  a  type  as  the 
inter  Epidemic  of  1918  5  nevertheless  a  large  number  of 
persons  were  attacked  and  the  epidemic  lasted  throughout 
the  month. 

There  were  18  deaths  ,  9  males  and  9  females  as  compared 
with  90  in  1918, , and  these  classified  into  age  periods  were 
as  follows 


Between  5.  15  &  under  25  and  4-5  and  65  and 
and  15.  25  under  415  under  65  upwards 

1  3  2  7  5 

and  in  week  endingnPeb.-S.  Mar.l.  Mar, -8,  Mar  l5*Mar22.  Mar  29.Ap.5 
No.  of  Deaths  Total  18.1.  1  4-  5  £*-21 


WITH  REG- ARP  TO  T  NT  ANUS  .antitoxin  fvv  the  prophylactic,  treatment 
of  this  disease  will  be  supplied  to  Medical  practitioners  on 
application  to  the  County  ,-^edical  Officer  of  Health. 


ZTHQTIO  DEATH  RATE  there  were  10  deaths  from  the  7  principal 
Zymotic  diseases  equal  to  a  Zymotic  Death  Rate  of  0  •  5  per  1000 
per  year  as  compared  with  0*6;  1*7>  0*6;  4-*  3  and  1*7  in  the  5 
preceding  years. 

All  the  Elementary  Schools  were  kept  in  good  sanitary  condition. 
They  are  under  the  management  of  the  County  Council  who  have 
wiiole  time  Medical  Inspectors.  No  Schools  were  closed  during 
the  year  on  account  of  infectious  disease.  Certificates  to 
Elementary  School  Authorities  advising  exclusion  from  School 
of  Scholars  living  in  infected  homes  for  specified  periods  were 

sent  as  follows:-  Portobello  35 ;  Central  29;  St  G-iles*’  23; 

Albion  Road  21;  Walsall  Road  10 L  St  Mary's  8;  Little  London  6; 

St  Anne *s  6. 

Notifications  of  suspected  cases  of  infectious  disease  are 
regularly  received  from  Head  Teachers  of  Elementary  Schools 
and  the  cases  are  promptly  visited  and  investigated. 
Administrative  measures  adopted  in  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  are  as  follows;-  All  cases  notified  are  visited  as 
soon  as  possible  and  enquiries  made  as  to  the  probable  source 
0 j.  infection,  instructions  are  given  regarding  isolation  and  a 
leaflet  left  giving  suitaole  hints  on  the  treatment  of  the 
disease  and  precautions  to  prevent  its  spread. 

(6) 


Any  insanitary  condition  of  tfco  horns  or  surroundings  id  noted 
and  steps  taken  to  remedy  the  asms.  Disinfectant  is  supplied 
when  necessary  and  at  the  termination  of  the  oaao  tile  room 
bedding  &c  are  disinfected  if  required. 

There  ia.no  Isolation  Hospital  in  Willenhall  a^opt  for  ftaall- 
Pox. 


vaTIQHS  The  arrangement  with  the  Authorities 
of  the  University  of  Birmingham  for  examination  of  secretions  in 
suspected  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever,  Tuberculosis  and 
Oe re bro —spinal  Fever  continues The  following  examinations  were 
made  .firing  the  year : - 

Tuberculosis  8  (l  positive);  Diphtheria  3 
Spinal  Fever  wJontactsu  3  (all  negative). 
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Cere  oro- 


■TU  EUR  OU  L  0  3 1 3 « 


T? 

orns 

Totals  Between  2  &  3*  < 

5~13. 

13-23, 

23-43.  43-65. 
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4 
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Pulmonary  | 
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39 
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6 

25  4 
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1 

1 
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Other  Forms ( 

( 

B 

1 

1 

5  1 

Z 

1 

1 

The  above  Table  indicate  that  a  total  of  44  notifications 
were  received  under  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations  having  reference 
to  23  fresh  cases  (A)  of’  Pulmonary  and  5  -fresh  cases  (A  &  BO  of 
other  forms  of  the  disease.  Sight  patients  were  admitted  (0)  to 
Sanatoria  and  6  were  discharged  (D)  from  same  during  the  year. 

The  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  numbered  1J  (10  Males  and 
7  Females)  as  compared  with  4i0  in  1918  this  gives  el  Death  Bate 
.from.  Phthisis,  of  j>9  per  1000,  as  compared  with  2*2,  1*3,  i«i, 

0*8  and  1*1  in  the  3  preceding  years. 

The  requirements  as  to  the  notification  of  Tuberculosis  by  tile 
Medical  practitioners  were  duly  and  promply  observed  and  no  action 
was  required  to  Enforce  the  regulations. 

JEUa  F  1.0  UK  APT 


In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  thAs  Act  3  samples  of  Bag 
Flock  were  taken  from  the  stock  of  Upholsterers  in  the  Town  and 
submitted  to  analysis.  The  Analysts  1  report  stated  that  each  of 


these  samples  complied  with  the  Rag  Flock  Act  for  cleanline. 


Soluble  Ohio rim« per  100,000  parts 


Sample  A 
21 


B 

11 


thus  :■ 
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1.6 
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Host  of  trie  milk  is  supplied  iron  farns  locally,  only  a  small 
proportion  r.eing  imported.  filers  .ore  5  coterie ds  in  t lie  Li  strict  , 

1  dairy  and  $8  .milk  retailers  all  of  'Alien  are  registered.  Tile  milk 
vessels  are  generally  kept  clean  but  tile  conditions  under  wiiich  tile 
milk  is  sold  are  not  always  satisfactory.  In  some  instances  milk  is 
retailed  at  small  general  dealers  wiien  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  tile 
proper  standard  of  cleanliness.  Luring  tne  year  tile  re  was  a  good 
supply  of  milk  but  no  surplus.  lip  tile  courtesy  of  tile  food  Controller 
I  an  able  to  state  tiiat  tile  consumption  of  ILLlk  in  ''lileniiall 
approximates  very  nearly  j$000  gallons  weekly ,  and  tnat  at  tiie  end 
of  tile  year  tile  quantity  consumed  siiowed  an  increase  of  nearly  800 
gallons  per  week  in  excess  of  tnat  consumed  at  trie  beginning  of  tile 
year. 

i'o  provision  iias  yet  been  made  by  trie  Council  for  tile  examination  of 
mile  A  cows  by  a  Veterinary  .-urge on  and  I  would  recommend  tiiis  ne as- 

Ho  sample  of  milk  -  mis  examined  for  tile 


ure  for  tueir  consideration, 

bacillus  of  tubercle.  Ho  action  was  considered  necessary  by  tile 
Local  Authority  under  tile  iiilk  (Loaners  and  Cilildren)  Order  1916. 

liATLKuITJ  AnL  XiLMiiT-  ' LLLAiffi . 

file  following;  are  Particulars  relating  to  the  fork  during  trie  Year 
lending  List ~  Lb c ember  1 91 9. ;  .  . —  . . . .  . . . . 
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Tile  Visits  vo  Dxpectant  bothers  numbers'!  Vo  in  1919  whereas  in 
1918  only  a  very  few  r:*ere  visited* 

Tile  Lumbers  on  vile  Vi  siting  List  in  1919  were  716  and  857  as 
compared  with  4*27  and  518  in  1918c 

Tile  number  on  vile  books  at  t/ns  :i«n+.rp  rrr. «  i  +•>*«» 

weekly  attendance  23* 
cl ur  in*v  v  lie  -•  *•  e  ar  o*. ~  inn 


tile  Jentre  y-c.s  138,  and  tile  average 
Tile  Chantre  was  closed  for  several  weeks 
to  Influenza  and  DHasles,  but  was  o Den  for 


b  -10 


ppiy 


of  foods  obc  *  Dr  JDdith  C-uest  v-  as  appointed  Hedical 
Welfare  Centre  in  November ,  and 
t  iie  School  01  in  i  c . 


is  Officer  also 


Officer  to  tile 
iias  charge  of 

Tile  Staff  at  the  Centre  conoisvs  of  a  Committee  of  ladies  ("olunt- 
ary  ) ,  the  lie  die  al  Officer  and  two  He  alvii  7i  sitors. 

There  are  two  Health  Visitors  appointed  for  TilXenhxll  under  the 
County  Council  Schene  and  their  work  is  supervised  by  the  .Jedical 
Officer  of  Health. 


G-VITITAHY  ADhXHIGTHiTiaiH 

THP  STAFF  consists  of  a  Clerk,  Helical  Officer,  Surveyor ,  Sanitary 
Inspector  who  is  also  the  Housing  Inspector  under  the  Housing  Act 
and  two  Health  Visitors  (appointed  under  the  County  3c hene ). 

A  DO  FT  I  VS  ACTS.  The  following  Adoptive  Acta  and  Orders  are  in  fo  rc* 
in  the  district :  — 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1890  (parts) 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  ililk— shops  Order  (Liarch  1889) 

Supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  (L.G.B.  Order  1910) 

Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act  1907  (parts) 


x-c> 


o.i  st  r 


.0 VDRC HQUDIHG-  The  extent  of  overcrowding  in  the  Town  is  consider¬ 
able  and  has  become  much  more  acute  during  the*  last  four  ye  re. 

The  reasons  for  this  apart  from  the  natural  growth  of  population 
are  found  (1)  the  number  of  houses  demolished  for  "or ks  extensions 
(2)  houses  demolished  a 
houses  built  ( h)  persons  iron  neignoou 
the  Town  and  requiring  accommodation  owing  to  word 
shortage  of  houses  elsewhere Q 

Although  the  cases  discovered  are  dealt  with  as  fe 
evil  will  continue  to  exist  and  little  can  be  done 
until  many  more  ror mi .ng -class  houses  are  built. 

The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  to-day  is 
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PUBLIC  PAPIC  ftc.  Tile  "ar  keno rial  Committee  has  acquired  4-2 
of  land  on  the  He  stern  side  of  the  Town  and  provided  for  an  import 
ant  Town  Development  Scheme  vis 

( 1 )  Trap o r t ant  ar ver i al  r a 

(2)  Housing  Scheme  —  area 
iary  road  le  ading  from  abov 
hou se  s  oi-'  t die r e about  s . 

(3)  Provision  for  a  Public  Park  of  24-  acres  -  a  real  lung  ne 
t i le  c  on  b  -  e  o  i  Giie  g  o v / n . 


ial  road  from  Goner  ford  to  field  Go 
approximately  14-  acres  ’ith  subsid- 
r  o  ad  su  f  f  i  c  i  e  nt  ar  os  for  1 7  , 


IIUR3IHG-  HOMS.  It  is  proposed  to  provide  suitable  accommodation  for 
the  parses  of  a  permanent  character  and  the  house  is  situated  in 
¥alsall  Street,  known  as  Fairfield  House  (purchase  price  £1100). 

It  is  suggested  by  the  promotors  that  the  Hands  required  might  be 
raised  as  follows 

£.1150  from  the  Manufacturer  a  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Town. 
pOO  from  the  Tradesmens  Association  (for  renovations) 

The  necessary  furniture  and  general  equipment  to  be 
provided  by  the  Ladies  of  the  Town. 

500  for  the  maintenance  for  the  first  year  to  be  raised  by 
the  various  Trades  Union  organizations  of  the  Town. 

Vo  tended  is  a  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  together  with  a 
'titular  statement  of  his  work;  the  Table  required  by  the  Home  Office 
and  also  the  Special  Housing  Report. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

KINKY  j.  DEAN. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


April  21at  1920 


Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  ending  December 

31st  1919. 


Summary 

2\Tui  scale 


oi  Dork  and  inspections  c  .rried 
s  x.  6.jr  tne  Public  Health  Acts 

Factory  and  Doris  hop  Acts , 
and  Town  Planning  Acts 


out  by  the 
Housing 


In  sue 


to: 


Table  A.  Ins-pactions  etc . 


Dwelling  houses  -  Schools  etc. 

Ins ;mit ary  c on dit ions 

D  '.lapidated . 

Vor;  .inous  dwellings  -  c lo one d 

Go no  o 1 s  ( by  0  c  cupior 

Overcrowd# d 

Unfit  for  habitation 
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Other  workshops  and  Factories 

Common  Lodging  house  (l) 

□ 1 aughte rhau se 3 

House  drainage  Defective  taps 
No  disconnection 
Defective  and  drains 

Deposits  of  refuse  and  manure 
Pigs  and  otaei  animals 
improperly  kt^t 
Defective  eaves  guttering 
Gznoke  nui  sane e  s 
Defective  water  supplies 
Dangerous  structures  reported 
t  o  the  Surveyor 
Sundry  nuisances 
Ashpits  (reported  for  emptying  >3  pg.3 
Choked  Closets  released  by 


Council *s  men 

He -inspect ion  of  nuisances 
Infectious  cases  investigated 

Proceedings  taken  for 
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(Factories  and  Workshops  continued) 


IBFEOTS 

Inspection  Notices 


W ant  0 1  v ent il at i on 

nil 

remedied 

nil 

:  :  cleanliness 

15 

do 

12 

Other  nuisances 

21 

do 

16 

Sanitary  accommodation 

Breach  of  sanitary  requirments ) 

3 

do 

2 

in  Bakehouses  ) 

5 

do 

5 

Other  offences 

nil 

do 

nil 

.OTHER  MATTERS 


Notified  By  H.M.  Inspector 
Reports  to  :  : 

New  Workshops 

Underground  Bakehouses  to  use 

Homework.  List  received 

once  nil  Oddworkers  nil 

twice  1  do  4 


22 

22 

% 

nil 


principal  tradea  of  the  workshops  on  the  register. 


Locks,  Keys,  latches  131 
Pile  Out  ting  10 
Hardware  manufacture  29 
Articles  of  dress  13 
Workers  in  wood  and  iron  20 
Bakehouse  s  15 
Sundry  Trade  s  43 
Void  —  General  trades  2 8 
Void  —  Bakehouses  5 

~29£ 


Workshops  on  the  register  at  end  of  1919. 
factories  on  Register  at  end  on  1919 


218  occupied  1 85 


(11) 
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Town  Planning  Inspections,  and  inspections 
Housing  Returns  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
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see  Table  A 
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gar  a 3 


( a )  Light ,  vent ilat i on  ,  dampne s  s 
( b  )  Paving  and  o t  he  r  de  f e  c  t  s 
o  the  great  shortage  of  houses  for 
no  houses  have  been  closed  'ey  order  of 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Acts, 
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146 

nil 
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114 
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Improvements  &c  carried  out  during  the  year  ending  December  31st  1919. 


Houses  repaired  or  cleansed 

spouting  and  guttering  repaired  &c 
water  service  re -in  stated 
W .  0 .  perns  and  traps  renewed  &c 
Defective  or  c  ho  ho  4  closets  and  drains  released  oy  Owners 
:  drains  repaired  or  relaid 

Humber  of  privies  abolished 
:  :  ashpits  : 

:  :  dust  bins  provided 

Waste  water  closet 3  taken  out  —  water  closets  put  in  their 

,  (place 

Slaughter  house  floor  re  .Laid  and  improved 


102" 

29 

23 

iS 

37 

19 

36 


o 

u. 


Factory  Hot ices  complied  with. 


Separate  closer  accommodation  for  the  sexes 
Screens  mid  doors  provided  to  closets 
Water  closets  repaired 

a% 

Insufficient  light  to  tue  W.J. 

Closet  doors  repaired 
Choked  drains  released 


UNSOUND  FOOD  DESTROYED 


56  Tins  of  preserved  milk  -  Fish  &c 
2  Carcases  of  pigs  -  1  suffocated  1  de  sensed 
1  Box  of  fish  roes  10  stone 

1  Box  of  dates  78  lbs 

9;  Oases  of  frozen  rabbits  -  (242  rabbits) 


o 

c. 


0 1  ii 
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/metrites  orders  were  Detained  lor  the  carcases  oi  the  two  pigs  - 
r  iVods  were  surrendered  voluntarily.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
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_to sen  raooits  oeiore  tney  were  ae stroye  owing  to 


their  unv  hole  some  condition. 
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Trie  steam  disinfector  was  worked  on  27  days  during  tile 

year  5  and  30  rooms  fumigated  after  infectious  cases*  197 

'ar  idea  of  clothing  and  bedding  were  disinfected  at  the  station 

at rcr  infectious  cases* 

ho  schools  were  closed  or  fumigated  during  the  year  by  reason 
of  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease. 


OTHDR  I1A.TTSR3 

Rag  flock  Act  -  Number  of  samples  taken  for  analysis 
Tuberculosis  shelters  in  the  district  (2.) 

Sewer  connections 

Slaughter  houses  14.  Bakehouses  13 .  Cowsheds  3. 

Dairies  1.  Milk  sellers  58. 


S.D,  WRIG-HT 


Inspector  o€  Nuisances. 


CJ 


HOUSING- 


(1)  G-eneral  Housing  conditions  in  tile  District:— 
a.  Number  of  Houses  -  total  number 


Umber  for  tine  wonting  classes 


3  S3  7 
5537 


(  }) 


New  Houses  for  tine  working  classes  erected  during  tile 

year  or  in  course  of  erection.,  nil 

\r  ula.tion  —  Estimated  20^090 

1.;  industrial  developments  during  tile  next  3  years* 

It  is  anticipated  that  new  industries  in  tile  district 

will  require  tile  erection  of  700  new  houses  to  meet 
the  needs  of  lij.00  employees* 

Extent  of  housing  needs,  during  the  next  3  years* 

total  number  (estimated)  of  new  houses  required  as  per 


(31b 


3  (  b) 


Total 

.  number 

Ilousi 

Surv 

( a ) 

To 

me  e  r 

popular 

(b) 

To 

me  e  r 

(0) 

To 

re  pi 

1S49 


tile  unsatisfied  demand  (growth  of 
on)  150  ISO 

the  existing  overcrowding  SSI 
(c )  To  replace  houses  that  are  unfit  for  occupation 
and  obstructive  buildings  which  are  occupied  but 

unfit  for  use  as  dwellings.  378 


(d)  To  meet  anticipated  deficiencies  arising  from 
new  industrial  developments  700 

(e  )  To-day  50  houses  are  required  for  worms 

e  xt  e  n  s  i  on  s  c.  50 

(f)  Employees  living  out  and  requiring  houses 

vTithin  the  District 0  200 

Total  1S59 


Measures  taken  or  contenrplate d  to  meet  any  shortage. 
HLans  have  been  passed  and  tenders  given  for  the 
building  of  120  houses  ~  building  operations 

being  now  in  progress.  (March  1920) 

\ 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  Oouncil  have  proposed 
and  the  Ministry  of  Health  have  approved  the  following: 

(1)  118  houses  on  Wolverhampton  Hoad  Sites  3,  3A  and  4-. 

(2)  168  houses  on  rhe  Park  Site  at  the  rear  of  Field  St 
and  Wolverhampton  St.  making  a  total  of  4-06  houses, 
being  ‘che  first  in  st  aline  nr  towards  the  estimated 

t  c  t  a3.  of  1 859  :c  3  quire  a  * 


(11) 


1  ^Uj  Overcrowding  Extent*. 

Tile  number  of  houses  intended  for  one  family  now  occupied 
oy  two  or  more  families.  uc  u 

Causes  (l)  G-eneral  shortage  of  iiouseg.,  no  new  houses 
built  in  recent  years*. 

(2)  Houses  demolished  for  works  extension. 

(3)  Natural  growth  of  the  population. 

(4.)  War  and  post-war  industrial  developments,  new  trades  & 
have  occasioned  an  influx  of  population  which  has  ever^ 
appearance  of  being  permanent. 

New  houses  built  during  the  past  10  years.  19c. 

Houses  taken  down  for  works  extension  or  closure  &c  14cj 
Net  gain  of  57  houses  for  the  past  10  years. 

Measures  taken  or  contemplated  to  deal  with  overcrowding. 

See  3  (b)  above. 

Principal  cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  during  the  year 
and  action  taken. 

24  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated  during  the  year* 
but  very  little  can  be  done  owing  to  the  extreme  short¬ 
age  of  houses. 

(ill)  Fitness  of  houses :  — 

(a)  G-eneral  standard  of  houses  in  the  Di strict 

Working  classes  about  90$  a  large  number  of  which  have 
reached  the  limit  of  their  natural  life. 

(b)  G-eneral  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  in  un¬ 
fit  houses. 

Defective  lighting  -  ventilation  -  dampness  -  confined 
area,  —  paving  and  other  defects:—  number  of  houses 
with  defects  392  out  of  453  houses  inspected  during  the 
year. 

(c)  Action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  -  The  Housing 
Acts.  No  houses  have  been  closed  owing  to  the  extreme 
shortage  of  houses.,  (a)  146  houses  have  been  repaired 
&c  under  the  Public  Health  Act.  (see  also  tables  A  &0 
.in  report)  Appendices. 
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(1)  nil 

(2)  Action  imder  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1909 

(a)  Humber  of  houses  inspected  14.55 

(b)  Humber  of  houses  considered  to  be  unfit  for 


habitation. 

579 

(c) 

Humber  of  dwelling  houses  the  defects  were 

remedied  without  closing  orders  J^'see  c  above 

114-6 

(5) 

Action  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Act  191 

.9  nil 

(Inspections  were  made  under  section  17  of 

the  1909  Act. ) 

U) 

Closing  Orders. 

nil 

(5) 

Demolition  orders 

nil 

(6) 

Humber  of  dwelling  houses  (demolished)  closed 

voluntarily 

3' 

Excluding  those  demolished  by  owner e  for  works 

extensions. 

(7) 

Obstructive  buildings 

nil 

(S) 

Staff  engaged  in  housing  work,  briefly,  duties 

of  each  officer* 

Surveyor  -  who  is  also  the  Surveyor  and  engineer 
to  the  Local  Authority*  A  Firm  of  Architects  are 
assisting  the  Surveyor  under  the  Housing  Scheme. 
One  housing  assistant  under  the  Surveyor* 

One  assistant  in  Clerks  department  for  clerical 
work* 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  who  is  al3o  the  housing 
Inspector  under  the  Act*. 

The  medical  Officer  of  Health. 


or  details  taken  from  the  Housing  survey  October  1919. 

Pr e v ai ling  c  on  d it i one . 

Inhabit  ate  d  houses  which  ere  not  and  cannot  be  made 
fit  for  human  habitation.  578 

(16) 


r.  f-  -p.  r_;  ■  ■ 


' 


T  ‘  V  <v  ' 


/ 


(Other  details  taken  i  r  on  the  Housing  survey  October  1919  Oont ) 


Number  of  persons  occupying  these  houses. 

Number  of  houses  already  subject  to  closing  orders 

(1  of  these  is  now  closed) 

How  many  houses  are  seriously  defective  but  can  be  made 
habitable ? 

(This  figure  is  cased  on  a  low  standard,  a  higher 
standard  would  materially  increase  the  figure 
given ) 

Proposed  action. 

What  action  is  contemplated  by  the  local 
authority  with  regard  to 

Houses  which  are  not  and  cannot  be  made  fit  for 


1608 


10C0 


(a) 


human  habitation? 


Ovners  will  probably  be  requested  to  execute 

the  minimum  work  required  to  permit  of  habitation 
’until  new  houses  are  provided  to  re  house  the  occupants, 
(b)  Houses  which  are  seriously  defective  but  can  be  made 

habitable  .  Defects  be  remedied  at  the  earliest  date. 


(  6)  Within  what  time  is  it  contemplated  that  conditions  will  be 
such  as  mo  warrant  the  demolition  of  the  houses  which  axe 
not  and  cannot  be  made  fit  for  human  habitation?. 

Depending  entirely  on  the  rate  the  new  houses  required 
are  erected,  which  is  again  dependent  on  skilled 
labour  and  materials  being  forth-coming. 


(17) 
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